THE CLIMAX
unexpectedness of the whole event, the tenacity which the
British had shown, their marching and fighting throughout an
Indian summer, the completeness with which the upheaval was
subdued—all these made of the episode a most vivid passage
in the history of Victorian England, and a strong addition to
the power and prestige of the country. The fact that, as a
result of that incident, the last power of the East India Company
in government came to an end, and that the Indian possessions
were taken over as a whole under the authority of the Crown,
emphasized the importance of the moment.
The American Civil War. England was indirectly affected
by the next great international happening, one that was to be
of high consequence to the future of our civilization—the civil
war in the United States. Its origin and conduct do not concern
our history, but its result does, and that fundamentally. Briefly,
the struggle in America was one undertaken between the prin-
ciple of central rule and the principle of federation. The
United States had arisen as a federation of sovereign states, each
the complete master of its own destinies and especially of its
domestic constitution—social and political. The southern states,
mainly English in blood, had something of an aristocratic tra-
dition, and economically reposed upon slave-holding. In the
northern states a typically industrial civilization, reposing upon
free but proletarian labour, was arising, and was fed by immi-
gration of all kinds from over the Atlantic—largely Irish. Acute
differences had arisen between the Southern and the Northern
group, in sentiment upon the morality of slave-holding (though
this was never the real cause of the quarrel), and politically upon
the control of the western territories, into which expansion was
now becoming rapid through the development of railways. But
the heart of the struggle lay between the federal and the national
principle. The North stood for the cohesion of what they hoped
would become, and what since has become, a national unit, of
which the various states are but provinces. The South fought
for the maintenance of state sovereignty, upon which the
original Constitution had been based. The expansion of the
American population and wealth had been so rapid, and it was
so clear that in the future that expansion might spread in-
definitely and so create a power rivalling or surpassing any
European nation, that the opportunity of the civil war seemed
favourable for intervention by Western Europe—that is, in
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